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Regarded as a pivotal figure of contemporary
American literature, Philip Roth was vastly
appreciated also abroad, as his works were
translated into different languages and influenced
writers all around the world. In my dissertation, I
analyze the reception of Roth’s novels in Italy,
where they caused a variety of reactions during the
long career of the author. In order to keep into
consideration both the response of the public and
that of the critics, | examine an array of materials
ranging from the Italian editions of the works and
the data about their diffusion, to reviews and
articles on newspapers and magazines. The choice
of Italy as a case study allows for an in-depth
analysis of the specific traits of Roth’s reception in a
non-English speaking country, as well as for a comparison with his success and the controversies he
faced in the US. I also take into account the influence of Roth on Italian writers, and Roth’s knowledge
of Italian literature.
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Philip Roth with Primo Levi, September 1986.
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